
Aldersgate In Action
In Depth: The Aldersgate logo was inspired by the Love Sculpture in Philadelphia, 
PA., to remind us that God is Love and that Love is the Greatest Commandment.

Aldersgate United Methodist Church • 1741 Sayles Blvd.,  Abilene, TX 79605 • (325) 672-7893
www.aldersgateabilene.org

Welcome to Aldersgate United Methodist Church, where the mission is to raise up deeply 
devoted disciples of Jesus. You have a place here. Regardless of who you are, where you 
have been and where you are in faith’s journey, you belong here. In Aldersgate In Action, 
you will find information about various ministries and opportunities. Please, feel no 
pressure. Just know that if you are looking to grow in your faith and in relationships with 
God and others, you are welcome and encouraged to do both here. Grace and Peace! 

In Depth: In Depth: “The Breath of God” is the name of our current sermon series, which has been inspired 
by the book “Fresh Air” by Jack Levinson. During this series, we will explore the Holy Spirit as “God’s 
mystical, practical, expansive, unbridled presence in the world.” Today’s theme, “Inspired,” is the third sermon 
in the series. You will find the order of worship for today’s service on Page 4.



In the Works
Regularly Scheduled Services and Opportunities to Grow and Serve:

Sunday:  
    9:00  a.m.  Traditional Worship
   10:05 a.m.  Sunday School
   11:05 a.m.  Contemporary Worship
     5:00 p.m.  Kids for Christ
     5:00 p.m.  Youth
     5:30 p.m.  Growth Groups
     7:30 p.m.  College Ministry

In Depth:  Each week, the pages of the In Action will contain updates, news and other information about 
Aldersgate’s music ministry, the children’s, youth and college ministries, and opportunities to serve in the 
Mission Field. (The Mission Field has been identified as four areas of focus in which to share the love of 
God outside of the church locally: McMurry University (and other Abilene colleges and universities), Bowie 
Elementary, Our Neighborhoods and Aldersgate Academy). 

All are welcome! Please contact the Office (672-7893), if you’d like to know
    more about becoming involved in the activities on the schedule below. 

This Week: 
Monday:
      7:00 p.m.  Boy Scouts

Tuesday:
     6:00 p.m.  Jubilee Ringers    

Wednesday: 
     2:00 p.m.  Growth Groups
     6:30 p.m.  Growth Groups     
     7:00 p.m.  Chancel Choir



    Every semester, we try to do a couple of special things for our college students as they finish up course 
projects, papers and final exams. One way we support students during these stressful weeks is by offering a 
free brunch to kick off the week of finals. The brunch will take place next Monday, May 2nd, from 9 a.m. to 
11 a.m. Students may come and go as it fits into their exams schedule. 
    Would you be interested in serving at the finals brunch next week? We are asking for donated breakfast 

casseroles or other specialty breakfast 
dishes as well as help in the kitchen 
before or during the event (washing/
cutting fruit, making coffee, etc.). If 
neither of those opportunities appeal 
to you, there is always a need to greet 
students as they come and go or 
simply to sit down and visit with them 
as they enjoy their meal. If you would 
like to offer your service in any of these 
ways, please let me know by emailing 
me at kyle@aldersgateabilene.org. I 
am excited to offer this brunch to our 
students as they finish their courses 
and head out for the summer. I hope 
you will join me! — Kyle Watson

College Ministry: Finals Brunch Next Week!

   It is finally here, our fist event for the Senior Adult 
Ministry. We are going to get together for lunch 
and play games on this Thursday, April 28, at noon. 
People have shared that the church members used 
to do this, so we are re-starting an old tradition.
   Everyone is welcome to bring a dish with food 
in it to share during the fellowship time. Then after 
lunch, we will play games, so bring those as well. 
The Romeos talked about it and may bring poker. 
Hey, I’m not the pastor...
   It will be a great time for all of us, so come early. 
Stay late. (3:00 is late for this group!) Bring food. Bring games. Bring a smile. There may be a door prize if 
I can find a door.  
    The next event we are planning is to attend the Fandangle on June 16 with dinner at the Beehive beforehand, 
so mark your calendars for that. My book is still available for purchase. The cost is $5 and proceeds benefit 
the Senior Adult Ministry.   
     Peace and Grace. — Reed Justus

Senior Adult Ministry: Lunch and Game Day



The Breath of God: Inspired
Luke 2:25-35

Sermon Notes

      Our Mission: Raising Up Deeply Devoted Disciples of Jesus

Please give me a sign!

Simeon and the Servant and the Mechanics of Inspiration (Isaiah 50:4-5) 

 - Everyday…

 - Ear…

 - No Turn…

 - Sustain the Weary (Isaiah 40:1, 50:4)  

Glimpses of Inspiration

 - With Gentleness (Isaiah 42:1-5)

 - To the Nations (Isaiah 42:6-7)

 - In Hostile Places (Luke 2:34-35)

“Here is my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen one in whom I delight; I will put my 
Spirit on him, and he will bring justice to the nations.” -Isaiah 42:1



The Breath of God: Inspired 
Growth Group Questions 

Week 14: April 24 - April 30

1. In thinking back on your life, what have been some people, books, movies, songs, and/or 
    art that have inspired you?  How is your life different because of them?

2. Have you ever asked God for a sign and received one?  How did it work out?

3. What really got your attention during this week’s sermon?  Did you learn anything new?

4. Read Luke 2:25.  Do you think that Simeon being righteous and devout had anything to 
    do with his ability to follow the leading of the Spirit? Please explain. What implication 
    does this have for us?

5. Read Luke 2:25-35 and Isaiah 42:1-7. What are some similarities and differences between 
    Simeon and the Servant?  What do you make of the Spirit being “on” both of them as 
    opposed to being in them? What do you make of the gentleness of them both and what 
    are the implications for us?

                                                                                                                    



Growth Group Questions Continued
6. Pastor Steve talked about four mechanics of inspiration that were lived out by Simeon   
    and the Servant of Isaiah. Which one comes most naturally to you? Which one is the 
    biggest challenge? Could the members of your Growth Group help you further embrace 
    one or more of these mechanics? How so?

7. Pastor Steve said, “To be inspired by the Spirit means that we will be people who 
    regularly notice, comfort, and sustain others, and that we will be willing to be 
    indiscriminate with our love (people different from us) and go to uncomfortable, even 
    hostile places to bring the sustaining and transformative power of the Spirit.”  What 
    strikes you about this?  Do you agree?  Please explain.   

8. How can your Growth Group be in prayer for you this week?  In what way would you like 
    to invite the Holy Spirit to inspire you?  Close your group time by praying the ancient 
    Holy Spirit Prayer together.  

       Come, Holy Spirit, fill the hearts of your faithful and kindle in us the fire of your love.
       Send forth your Spirit and we shall be created. And you shall renew the face of the earth.
       O God, who by the light of the Holy Spirit did instruct the hearts of the faithful, grant that 
       by the same Holy Spirit we may be truly wise and ever enjoy your consolations. 
       Through Christ our Lord. Amen. 
   



    Hey Youth! Summer is just around the corner. Here are  some dates/events to put on your calendar. If 
you have any questions, please contact me at 325-370-5223 or youth@aldersgateabilene.org. I am looking 
forward to an amazing summer! Grace and Peace! — Daniel Mathis
  

Open Door: How The Garden Grows
     What fun was had at the Strawberry Extravaganza in 
the garden on April 16! (This photo of Kylan speaks for 
itself!) Thank you, all of you who braved the cloudy and 
rainy weather to work and play in the garden. And thanks 
go to the Young Adult Growth Group and College Ministry 
for sponsoring the event! The next Work & Play day in the 
garden has been scheduled for Saturday, May 21, and will 
be sponsored by the Children’s Ministry. All are welcome to 
come at 9:30 a.m. to tend to the needs of the garden and to 
enjoy the installation of our very own Little Free Library! A 
Little Free Library is a place for people in a community to 
share books, for FREE. So, when you come to the garden 
on May 21, feel free to bring some books to share. The 
Open Door Garden’s library will be home to all kinds of 
books, but especially to CHILDREN’S BOOKS! To celebrate 
our new Little Free Library, all children who attend the 
Work & Play day on May 21 will receive a FREE book! A 
detailed list of the Work & Play days can be found at www.
aldersgateabilene.org. I hope to see you in the garden (South 

19th and Amarillo) this Spring and Summer. Grace and Peace! — Amy Wilson Feltz

Youth Ministry: Summer Schedule 

    June 5: Hello Summer Pool Party
    June 13-15:  Mystery Ramble
    June 19: Mini Golf (Playfaire)
    June 26: Sonic Volleyball
    July 1-4: Camp Eagle 
                   (No Youth  July 3)
    July 10: (Activity TBD)
    July 15: Kona Ice & Relay Games   
                   in the Garden
    July 17-23: UM ARMY 
                       (Wichita Falls)
    July 31: Lock In
   August 7: Dodgeball Tournament
   August 14: Mission Abilene
   August 21: Back to School Bash



In Depth: At Aldersgate, all are invited to practice faithfulness in our 
prayers, presence (attendance), gifts (offering of money), service (action in 
the community) and witness (sharing our faith). You will find information 
about service and witness throughout the pages of Aldersgate In Action. 
This page is dedicated to matters of prayer, presence, and gifts.

Prayers

Gifts 

Clay Meadows
Doris Ogden
Dori Oiler
Lou Swindell
Ken Schmidt
Rosalee Schmidt
Alice Shaw
Alice Alcala

Charles Dortch
Carolyn Strain
Military and Families
Mary Gregory
Millie Speed
Sarah Doucette
Delmon Wilson
Billie Langston

Presence                           4.17.2016

Budget for 2016 = $777,000
Received This Week = $15,511.86
Received This Month-to-Date = $43,961.45
Received Year-to-Date = $244,522.39
2016 Faith Promise Pledge = $38,312.00
2016 Faith Promise Contributions = $16,189.64

Staying Connected:

Address: 1741 Sayles, 79605

Phone Number: (325) 672-7893

Office Hours:

     Mon. - Thurs. 8-12, 1-5

     Fri. 8-12

Web Site: 

     www.aldersgateabilene.org

Facebook: Aldersgate UMC

Text Message Reminders:

     gracepeace to 313131

E-mail Reminders:

     news@aldersgateabilene.org

The e-mail prayer list is coordinated by Barbara Owens. Please send prayer requests and 
requests to join the e-mail list to prayer@aldersgateabilene.org.

In Depth: Aldersgate offers two forms of electronic giving: Online Bill 
Pay and ACH Direct Draft.  EFT Authorization Forms are available in 
the office and on our website at www.aldersgateabilene.org.  If you have 
additional questions regarding Stewardship, contact K.B. Woods (672-
7893, kbwoods@aldersgateabilene.org).  

Judy English
Lou Adams
Clinton Gayle
Addison English
Lora Langford
Bob Kuykendall
Sherli Aldridge
Kay Burkhart

Aldersgate volunteers serve at the Methodist Food Pantry, located at N. 1st and 
Shelton, on the second Tuesday of the month, from 3:30 p.m. to 8:00 p.m. Free 
childcare is available. For more information call Susan Steele at 605-381-6322.

Ministry Leaders
Pastor: Steve Brooks (325) 660-4415

Associate Pastor: 

     Amy Wilson Feltz (325) 660-5017

Finance: K. B. Woods

Music: David Wallis

Children: Alayna Brooks

     & Amber Redman

Youth/Contemporary Worship:

     Daniel Mathis

College/Young Adults: Kyle Watson

Connections: Jessica Watson

Academy: Carol Rogers

Reception: Susan Acosta

Administration: Kathryn Andrews

Custodial Services: 

     Robert Sandoval

Facebook page: facebook.com/AldersgateUnitedMethodist Church
Twitter:@AldersgateABI
Instagram:@aldersgateabi

In Depth: Sunday School classes are offered at 10:05 a.m. for all ages. 
To learn more about Adult Sunday School classes, call Amy Wilson Feltz 
at 672-7893 or send an e-mail to amywilsonfeltz@aldersgateabilene.org.

9:00 a.m. Traditional Worship Service = 174
11: a.m. Contemporary Worship Service = 179

Total Worship Service Attendance = 353
Sunday School = 177



In the Word                                
by Pastor Steve

   In 2016, we are reading through 
the Bible together using the Bible 
Project reading plan that includes 
introduction videos for each book 
of the Bible and daily readings. 
They have the Bible divided into 16 
sections or chapters, all designed 
to help you get a feel for the Bible, 
Old and New Testaments, as one 
long story from creation to Christ’s 
ultimate return. We will publish the 
daily readings in the In Action each 
week. You also may find them at 
ht t p: //t hebibleprojec t .t u mbl r.
com/readscripture along with the 
suggested videos. The videos are 
available on the website or you can 
have them sent to your e-mail inbox 
as they come up in the cycle. There 
is also an app for your smart phones.   
  Tim Mackie, one of the founders  
of the Bible Project, says, “We want 
to help you learn how to read the 
Bible as you actually read through 
the entire thing for yourself.” Let’s 
begin this journey through the Bible 
together. Grace and Peace, 
—Pastor Steve and Pastor Amy

April 24: Isaiah 28-30, Psalm 115
April 25: Isaiah 31-35, Psalm 116
April 26: Isaiah 36-38, Psalm 117
April 27: Isaiah 39-41, Psalm 118, 
                 Video: Isaiah 40-66
April 28: Isaiah 42-44, Psalm 119:1-32
April 29: Isaiah 45-48, 
                 Psalm 119:33-64
April 30: Isaiah 49-51, 
                 Psalm 119:65-96

  Daily Readings

    A shoot will come up from the stump of 
Jesse; from his roots a Branch will bear fruit.  
The Spirit of the LORD will rest on him—the 
Spirit of wisdom and of understanding, the 
Spirit of counsel and of might, the Spirit of 

the knowledge and fear of the LORD—and he will delight in the 
fear of the LORD. –Isaiah 11:2
    
        During the latest “Work & Play” day at the Open Door Community 
Garden on South 19th and Amarillo streets, we gathered to tend 
the garden and enjoy one another in the midst of the good, hard 
work.  I noticed as we worked that our peach trees are just loaded 
with peaches.  Growing up, my family’s peach trees would become 
so loaded and the fruit so large that we had to take care that the 
branches would not break.  It was pure delight to pick and eat a 
peach right off the tree. It was sweet and warm, and the juice would 
just pour down my chin. I hope that many of our neighbors will be 
able to have that experience because of the trees in the garden.
    
    Throughout the history of the Church, the “shoot” of Isaiah 11:2 
has been understood to refer to Jesus.  The passage states that the 
“shoot” will bear fruit.  Fruit gives delight, nourishment and energy.  
The Spirit of the Lord is what empowers the “shoot” to bear fruit.  
So, the Spirit of the Lord empowers Jesus to bear fruit in order to 
delight, nourish and energize those who would partake of it.
    
    The passage concludes with six descriptors of how the Spirit grows 
fruit. The first four descriptors — wisdom, understanding, counsel 
and knowledge — teach us that the Spirit rests upon us to correct 
and guide our mind and our thoughts. 
     
    The fifth descriptor is might. The Spirit gives us strength to follow 
through and carry out the life the Spirit is prompting us to lead.  
Exhaustion is a result of living life in our own strength and wisdom.
The last descriptor, fear of the Lord, sums them all up perfectly!  We 
have a choice to orient our lives in God or in the lower ways of the 
world and self.  As we allow the Spirit to orient our lives in God, our 
“shoot” will bear much juicy fruit, and we and those all around will 
be transformed and nourished by it.  Come, Holy Spirit!   


